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ActionAid vient d’apprendre qu’Action Contre la Faim a perdu 15 employés dans une attaque au Sri

Nous voudrions vous transmettre toutes nos condoléances ainsi qu’a vos eqmpes et aux familles des

Lanka.
victimes.
En solidarité,
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Caritas

Cher Monsieur le président, M. Metzger,
Cher Monsieur secrétaire général, M. Miribe!

Aujourd’hui j'étais consterné beaucoup aprés que j'ai entendu ce qui s'est passé
avec vos 15 employés au Sri Lanka, région Trincomalee. Nous, employés de Caritas
Autriche, sommes en deuil avec vous et votre organisation — la mort des gens, qui
travaillent pour aider les victimes du terrible catastrophe de Tsunami de décembre
2004, est au méme temps un attaque contre le plus bon engagement pour un
meilleure avenir. C'est tellement terrible, que des conflits comme tel au Sri Lanka
provoquent un tel terrible acte.

Je souhaite vous et votre organisation beaucoup d’énergie et la bénédiction de notre
dieu, que vous et vos employées trouvent quelques possibilités pour vivre avec cette
perte.

- Au nome de tout Caritas Autriche, votre

NS

Franz Kuber!
Président Caritas Autriche

Caritas Austria

A-1160 Wien
Albrechtskreithgasse 19-21
Austria

Tel: 01/488 31-0

Fax: 01/488 31-9400

office @ caritas-austria.at
www.caritas.at
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z 7 August 2006

Dear Mr. Miribel,

I am writing to express my sincere condolences to you and the whole of Action Contre la
Faim on the horrific killing of 15 ACF colleagues in Muttur, Sri Lanka, yesterday. This brutal
slaying of unarmed humanitarian workers has shocked the conscience of the entire international
community. It has proven yet again that not even those working in the service of peace are safe
from the senseless violence of war.

It is imperative that this bloody incident be fully investigated and the responsible brought
to justice. Rest assured that OCHA and the humanitarian community will stand fully behind you
in your efforts in this regard. :

My deepest sympathies to the bereaved families as well as to friends and colleagues in
ACF. Their sacrifice will be remembered.

Yours m
Yvett?&c\?{
UN Assistant Emergency Relief

Coordinator and Director,
OCHA - Geneva

Mr. Benoit Miribel
Action Contre la Faim
4 Rue Niepce

75662 Paris Cedex 14
France



Sri Lanka: ICRC condemns killing of 15 aid workers
and continues to assist the displaced in Trincomalee

Colombo / Geneva (ICRC) - The International
- Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) strongly condemns
the killing of 15 national employees of the French
humanitarian organization Action Contre 1la Faim
(ACF) in the town of Muttur, Trincomalee district,
Sri Lanka. The ICRC is deeply concerned about the
serious deterioration of the security situation,
which has severely hampered the efforts of aid
workers to provide assistance for the country's most

vulnerable people. "We are appalled at what
happened to the ACF

staff,” said Yvonne Dunton, head of the
ICRC's sub-delegation in

Trincomalee. "This was a deliberate attack on a

humanitarian organization that was doing wvaluable
work for the people of Muttur."

The ICRC calls on all the parties to the conflict to
respect the work of humanitarian agencies and to
refrain from any acts that might Jjeopardize their
staff or their activities. It also urges the relevant
authorities to take all necessary measures to
ensure that aid workers assisting the civilian
population and persons no longer taking part in the
hostilities are spared from attack and can move about
freely and safely.

Today, the ICRC provided displaced families in
the town of Kantale with assistance consisting of
335 tarpaulins, 335 hygiene kits (soap, washing
powder, razors, bath towels and shampoo) and 112
baby parcels (blankets, towels and baby powder). It
is also installing sanitary facilities an two water-
distribution systems in the camps where the families
are sheltering.

More relief activities for the displaced population
are planned for the coming days. :




This is a press release from the European Commission
Ceci est un communiqué de presse de la Commission Eurbpéenne

Statement of the European Commission on the |
killing of 15 aid workers in Sri Lanka

Benita Ferrero-Waldner, Commissioner for External
Relations and European Neighbourhood Policy and
Co-Chair of the Tokyo Donor Conference for Sri
Lanka, and Louis Michel, Commissioner for
Development and Humanitarian Aid, issued toda y the
following statement on behalf of the European
Commission:

“We are deeply shocked by the spate of violent attacks on
civilians and humanitarian aid personnel in Sri Lanka
culminating in the execution-style killirg of 15 aid workers
from the NGO Action Contre La Faim in Mutthur this
week-end. Our sincere condolences go to the family and
colleagues of the 15 victims.

There are more than 325,000 highly vulnerable, uprooted
people in north eastern Sri Lanka, inciuding 30,000
displaced in the last few days by the continuing conflict.
Humanitarian access to these people will be seriously
hampered if the attacks continue, leading to even greater
suffering. This would affect the extensive relief operations
financed by the European Commission in the crisis zone.

The Commission urges the authorities in Sri Lanka to
investigate these killings immediately and thoroughly and
to give assurances that they will do everything possible to
ensure a safe humanitarian space in the country.

Violent means is not the way for resolving the problems in
Sri Lanka. The Commission reiterates once more the call
to the parties to put an end to violence and to return to the
negotiation table so as to relieve the Sri Lankan people
from the ordeal of twenty years of persistent conflict. That
is the only way to ensure a lasting solution acceptable to

. all. The EU remains fully committed to support the peace
process in Sri Lanka and the valuable work of the
Norwegian facilitator."

Official information of the European Commission is available at any time at

21410, 8t I U ITVT aPIG

Les informations officielles de Ia Commission européenne sont accessibles & tout
moment sur hitp feurcpa. ey, int/rapid
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FONDATEUR ABBE PIERRE |

Paris, le 8 ao(it 2006

Benoit MERIBEL
Directeur Général

- Action Contre la Faim
4 rue Niepce
75 662 PARIS Cedex 14

Monsieur le Directeur Général, Cher Ami,

Nous avons appris avec effroi e indignation, le deuil qui frappe votre organisation et
nhous tenions en toute simplicite, 4 vous adresser nos plus sincéres condoléances,
comme un temoignage de solidarité pour les victimes, leurs familles et leurs collégues de
lorganisation que vous dirigez. :

Ce drame rappelle aveg fristesse qu'on peut encore payer de sa vie I'engagement au
profit d'une action solidaire et humanitaire et nous ne pouvons donc que nous sentir en
soutien du deuil que vous portez. :

Nous restons disponibles  toute forme de soutien ou d'aide que vous estimerez utile ou
nécessaire de porter 4 notre connaissance, ~

€& Je vous prie de croire, Monsieur le Directeur Général, Cher Ami, en lassurance de mon
amicale estime. , ‘

. Fablen TULEU
Bura yp,

Délégué Général Emmaiis France

179 bls, qual de Volmy. 75010 PARIS - T&1.: 01 46 07 51 51 - Fox: 0146 07 69 10
E-mail : con’racf@emmaus-france.org -Web : www.emmaus-france.org”
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

For Verbal Response Only
This document must not be distributed as an official Al statement. It is distributed to enable Prass Officers

to give verbal briefings to media

Al index: ASA 37/021/2006 (Al Members Only)
Newe Service No: 205
7 August 2006

Sri Lanka: Killings of aid workers

Background

It emerged today that sixteen local workers for a French aid organisation, Action against Hunger {Action
Contre la Faim), were found killed in their office in Muttur, northeastern Sri Lanka on Sunday. The bodies
were discovered lying face-down on the front lawn, with buflet wounds indicating that the victims had been
shot at close range, according to the Consortium of Humanitarian Agencies, which was one of the first
humanitarian organizations to reach Muttur after days of intense fighting between the security forces and
the Liberation Tigers of Tamii Eelam (LTTE).

Amnesty International response:
The following comments can be attributed to Natalie Hill, deputy director of the Asia-Pacific programme at
Amnesty International, or you can adapt them for your own use:

“The recent killing of 18 aid workers in Muttur is an appalling crime that must be investigated and
prosecuted. We are urging the govemment of Sri Lanka immediately to seek international police and
forensic support to help ensure the investigations are adequate to deliver justice and accountability

. "While we welcome the government's statement that this investigation will be trezted as a matter of high
priority, we are concerned that other high-profile cases of killings and 'disappearances' remain unresolved
months and even years after the crime," she added.

Amnesty international also is concerned that neither the Government of Sri Lanka nor the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) have provided necassary security guarantees to allow humanitarian
agencies to reach civilians in and around Muttur, in the northeastern district of Trincomalee, where more
than 20,000 people reportediy have been displaced in recent days following interise fighting.

"We call on the government and the LTTE to provide, as a matter of urgency, unimpeded access to

humanitarian agencies to allow them to provide essential support to civilians, who have been the principle
victims of this latest upsurge in violence.”

Amnesty International Al Members Only document
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Paris, le 7 ao(it 2006

A I’attention de Benoit Miribel
Action Contre Ja Faim
Fax : 01 43 3788 00

Cher Ami,

L’ensemble du personnel de Médecins Sans Frontiéres s’associe pour vous transmettre
la tristesse et la colére que suscite I"annonce de la mort de quinze membres d’Action Contre la
Faim dans la ville de Muttur. Ces meurtres sont un signe grave de la dégradation de la
situation humanitaire au Sri Lanka aujourd’hui et du non respect des équipes apportant une
assistance dans les zones de combats. Cela concerne I'ensemble de la communauté
humanitaire internationale.

Si nous pouvons vous aider d’une mani¢re ou d’une autre en ces temps difficiles,
n’hésitez pas & nous le faire savoir.

Nous adressons & I’ensemble de vos équipes, ainsi qu’aux familles des victimes, nos
plus sincéres condoléances.

Jean-Hervé Brado

Denis Lemasson

Gabriel Trujillo \
B %\m N

Association reconnue d'utilité publique - Gronde couse nationgle 1987 - APE 853 K - SIRET : 305 009 102 00065
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FACSIMILE
(.) URGENT /(. ) NORMAL
A: N Action contre la Faim- France
A I'attention de : M. Denis Metzger, Président Numéro de fax ; +33 {0)1 43358800
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 Copie(s) : ' Notre référence
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Sujet : ‘Condoléances ' - '

Veulllez nous contaster au pius vits au cas ol vous ne recevrlez pas toutes les pages. Merc,

MESSAGE :

Monsieur le Président,

- Nous sommes consternés aprés Ia nouvalle de la mort cette fin de semaine de 17 collaborateurs de
votre organisation & Muttur au Sri Lanka. Nous le déplorona vivement avec vous et vos collaborateurs ,

et vous demandons da bien voulolr transmettre nos sincéres condoléances aux familles des victimas.

La détérioration de la sécurité nous' préoccupe dans la fn93ure qu'il est devenu tras difficile pour le
personnel humanitaire de venir en aide aux populations les plus vulnérables du pays. '

Le CICR, notre partenaire du Mouvement en charge de la direction de nos opérations dans les zones
de conflit armé, a fait appel & tous les partis au confiit de respecter le travail des organisations
humanitalres et de s'abstenir de toute acts qui pourrait nuirg & leur personnel et leurs actions. Il a
aussi demandé aux autorités de prendre toutes les mesures nécessaires afin d'assurer que le -
personnel humanitaire qul assiste la population civile et des personnes qui ont cessé de prandre part
aux hostilités, ne soient pas attaqués et pourront se déplacer en toute liberté et en sécurits. :

Espérons, et agissons ensemble, pour que la bonne raison et la respect pour la dignité humaine
empéchent que ces barbaries ne se répatent. :

Je vous prie d'accepter, Monsieur, l'assurance de ma considération distinguée.
Ny e
YA e

Markku Niskala



